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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 25391 1 
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TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: INVITATION TO HEADS OF STATE FOR CONFERENCE ON "U.S.- 
CARIBBEAN BASIN TRADE, INVESTMENT & TOURSIM" JAN 18-21, 1978 

1 . THE BUREAU OF INTER- AMERICAN AFFAIRS, ALONG WITH THE 
INTERNATIONAL DIVISION OF THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE, THE CITY OF MIAMI, AND A NEWLY FORMED PRIVATE 
"COMMITTEE FOR THE CARIBBEAN," IS CO-SPONSORING A 
CONFERENCE EXAMINING "U.S.-CARIBBEAN BASIN TRADE, INVEST 
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MENT AND TOURISM" TO BE HELD IN MIAMI ON JANUARY 18-21, 

1978, AT THE FOUR AMBASSADORS HOTEL. THIS EVENT WHICH 
HAS THE ACTIVE SUPPORT OF MAYOR FERRE AND CONGRESSMAN 
FASCELL, IS DESIGNED TO BRING TOGETHER LEADING REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FROM BUSINESS, GOVERNMENTS AND ACADEMIA, AND TO 
IMPROVE PRIVATE SECTOR UNDERSTANDING OF THE POLITICAL, 
ECONOMIC AND HUMAN FACTORS EFEECTING COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES 
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IN THE REGION. IT WILL PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZE TOURISM, 
WITH A FOCUS ON ITS MULTIPLIER EFFECT ON CARIBBEAN 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

2. THIS EVENT IS ONE OF A SERIES OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
CONFERENCES BEING CO-SPONSORED BY THIS BUREAU IN CITIES 
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. THEY ARE AN IMPORTANT 
BUREAU VEHICLE FOR INCREASING WORKING LINKAGES BETWEEN 

THIS COUNTRY AND LATIN AMERICAN AND BETWEEN THE BUREAU 
AND ITS DOMESTIC CONSTITUENCIES. SIMILAR CONFERENCES 
HAVE BEEN HELD IN NEW ORLEANS. TAMPA, SAN ANTONIO AND 
KANSAS CITY. THEY FEATURE KEY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
AS LUNCHEON AND BANQUET SPEAKERS, AND PANEL SESSIONS 
WITH LEADING INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS FROM BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENTS, ACADEMIA AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. THE 
AUDIENCE USUALLY CONSISTS OF SEVERAL HUNDRED PEOPLE, 
WITH A HEAVY EMPHASIS ON BUSINESS LEADERS. THE 
CONFERENCE IS NOT REPEAT NOT RELATED TO OFFICIAL USG 
EFFORTS TO FACILITATE CREATION OF A CARIBBEAN 
CONSULTATIVE GROUP - BUT IS AN IMPORTANT MEANS 
OF CREATING A MORE RECEPTIVE PUBLIC ENVIRONMENT FOR 
OUR INITIATIVES IN GENERAL. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE APPROACH YOUR HOST GOVERN- 
MENT AT AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL TO INQUIRE INFORMALLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WHETHER THE HEAD OF STATE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ATTEND- 
ING THE MIAMI CONFERENCE TO DELIVER A MAIN SPEECH. 
BECAUSE OF THE DRAWING POWER OF CHIEF EXECUTIVES, ONLY 
CHIEFS OF STATE ARE BEING ASKED AT PRESENT. THE 
CONFERENCE THEME WILL, HOWEVER, PROVE APPROPRIATE FOR 
MINISTERS OF FINANCE OR TOURISM TO BE INVITED AT A LATER 
DATE. 

4. YOU MAY INDICATE THAT WE ARE EXPLORING INVITATIONS 
WITH PRESIDENTS FROM ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, 
VENEZUE.A, COLOMBIA AND COSTA RICA, AND THAT HIGH-LEVEL 
GOVERNMENT LEADERS WILL ALSO PARTICIPATE. ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY TODMAN WILL BE THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT THE 
OPENING OF THE EVENT. IN ADDITION, THE CONFERENCE 
ORGANIZERS INTEND TO ASK VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE AND 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE KREPS TO DELIVER REMARKS AT THE 
CONFERENCE. 

5. GIVEN THE NEED TO MAKE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS SOON, WE 
SHOULD RECEIVE AN INDICATION OF YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT S 
INTEREST BY COB OCTOBER 28. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE 
YOUR OWN THOUGHTS ON HOW TO MAKE THE CONFERENCE AS 
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SUCCESSFUL AS POSSIBLE, AND WHETHER POSTS WOULD LIKE 
TO BE REPRESENTED. 

6. FOR CARACAS FYL MIAMI MAYOR FERRE MET WITH 
PRESIDENT PEREZ A FEW MONTHS AGO AND ASKED HIM IF HE 
WOULD LIKE TO BE A SPEAKER AT THE CONFERENCE. THE 
PRESIDENT EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN OVER THE THREAT OF 
CUBAN TERRORISTS IN MIAMI AD FELT THAT HE WOULD NOT 
BE ABLE TO ATTEND. END FYL 

7. FOR BRIDGETOWN FYI: PRIME MINSITER ADAMS 
PARTICIPATED IN THE BUREAU S FIRST CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE 
IN TAMPA ON JUNE 2L-22, 1977. END FYL 
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8. FOR SAN JOSE: PRESIDENT ODUBER WAS A MAJOR 
SPEAKER AT A SIMILAR CONFERENCE ON CENTRAL AMERICA IN 
NEW ORLEANS LAST FEBRUARY. AMBASSADOR WEISSMAN HAS 
ALREADY MENTIONED THE CONFERENCE TO HIM AND HE 
REACTED FAVORABLY. END FYI. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: INVITATION TO HEADS OF STATE FOR CONFERENCE ON "U.S.- 
CARIBBEAN BASIN TRADE, INVESTMENT & TOURSIM" JAN 18-21, 1978 

1 . THE BUREAU OF INTER- AMERICAN AFFAIRS, ALONG WITH THE 
INTERNATIONAL DIVISION OF THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE, THE CITY OF MIAMI, AND A NEWLY FORMED PRIVATE 
"COMMITTEE FOR THE CARIBBEAN," IS CO-SPONSORING A 
CONFERENCE EXAMINING "U.S.-CARIBBEAN BASIN TRADE, INVEST 
MENT AND TOURISM" TO BE HELD IN MIAMI ON JANUARY 18-21, 
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1978, AT THE FOUR AMBASSADORS HOTEL. THIS EVENT WHICH 
HAS THE ACTIVE SUPPORT OF MAYOR FERRE AND CONGRESSMAN 
FASCELL, IS DESIGNED TO BRING TOGETHER LEADING REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FROM BUSINESS, GOVERNMENTS AND ACADEMIA, AND TO 
IMPROVE PRIVATE SECTOR UNDERSTANDING OF THE POLITICAL, 
ECONOMIC AND HUMAN FACTORS EFEECTING COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES 
IN THE REGION. IT WILL PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZE TOURISM, 

WITH A FOCUS ON ITS MULTIPLIER EFFECT ON CARIBBEAN 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

2. THIS EVENT IS ONE OF A SERIES OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
CONFERENCES BEING CO-SPONSORED BY THIS BUREAU IN CITIES 
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. THEY ARE AN IMPORTANT 
BUREAU VEHICLE FOR INCREASING WORKING LINKAGES BETWEEN 

THIS COUNTRY AND LATIN AMERICAN AND BETWEEN THE BUREAU 
AND ITS DOMESTIC CONSTITUENCIES. SIMILAR CONFERENCES 
HAVE BEEN HELD IN NEW ORLEANS, TAMPA, SAN ANTONIO AND 
KANSAS CITY. THEY FEATURE KEY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
AS LUNCHEON AND BANQUET SPEAKERS, AND PANEL SESSIONS 
WITH LEADING INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS FROM BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENTS, ACADEMIA AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. THE 
AUDIENCE USUALLY CONSISTS OF SEVERAL HUNDRED PEOPLE, 

WITH A HEAVY EMPHASIS ON BUSINESS LEADERS. THE 
CONFERENCE IS NOT REPEAT NOT RELATED TO OFFICIAL USG 
EFFORTS TO FACILITATE CREATION OF A CARIBBEAN 
CONSULTATIVE GROUP - BUT IS AN IMPORTANT MEANS 
OF CREATING A MORE RECEPTIVE PUBLIC ENVIRONMENT FOR 
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OUR INITIATIVES IN GENERAL. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE APPROACH YOUR HOST GOVERN- 
MENT AT AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL TO INQUIRE INFORMALLY 
WHETHER THE HEAD OF STATE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ATTEND- 
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ING THE MIAMI CONFERENCE TO DELIVER A MAIN SPEECH. 
BECAUSE OF THE DRAWING POWER OF CHIEF EXECUTIVES. ONLY 
CHIEFS OF STATE ARE BEING ASKED AT PRESENT. THE 
CONFERENCE THEME WILL, HOWEVER, PROVE APPROPRIATE FOR 
MINISTERS OF FINANCE OR TOURISM TO BE INVITED AT A LATER 
DATE. 

4. YOU MAY INDICATE THAT WE ARE EXPLORING INVITATIONS 
WITH PRESIDENTS FROM ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, 
VENEZUE.A, COLOMBIA AND COSTA RICA, AND THAT HIGH-LEVEL 
GOVERNMENT LEADERS WILL ALSO PARTICIPATE. ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY TODMAN WILL BE THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT THE 
OPENING OF THE EVENT. IN ADDITION, THE CONFERENCE 
ORGANIZERS INTEND TO ASK VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE AND 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE KREPS TO DELIVER REMARKS AT THE 
CONFERENCE. 

5. GIVEN THE NEED TO MAKE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS SOON, WE 
SHOULD RECEIVE AN INDICATION OF YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT S 
INTEREST BY COB OCTOBER 28. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE 
YOUR OWN THOUGHTS ON HOW TO MAKE THE CONFERENCE AS 
SUCCESSFUL AS POSSIBLE, AND WHETHER POSTS WOULD LIKE 
TO BE REPRESENTED. 

6. FOR CARACAS FYI: MIAMI MAYOR FERRE MET WITH 
PRESIDENT PEREZ A FEW MONTHS AGO AND ASKED HIM IF HE 
WOULD LIKE TO BE A SPEAKER AT THE CONFERENCE. THE 
PRESIDENT EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN OVER THE THREAT OF 
CUBAN TERRORISTS IN MIAMI AD FELT THAT HE WOULD NOT 
BE ABLE TO ATTEND. END FYI. 

7. FOR BRIDGETOWN FYI: PRIME MINSITER ADAMS 
PARTICIPATED IN THE BUREAU S FIRST CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE 
IN TAMPA ON JUNE 2L-22, 1977. END FYI. 

8. FOR SAN JOSE: PRESIDENT ODUBER WAS A MAJOR 
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SPEAKER AT A SIMILAR CONFERENCE ON CENTRAL AMERICA IN 
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NEW ORLEANS LAST FEBRUARY. AMBASSADOR WEISSMAN HAS 
ALREADY MENTIONED THE CONFERENCE TO HIM AND HE 
REACTED FAVORABLY. END FYI. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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